Lung function abnormalities in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis.
Twenty-five patients with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) in different stages were investigated with respect to pulmonary function abnormalities. The results were compared with a reference sample of 17 sex- and age-matched healthy subjects. A high prevalence of lung function impairment was found in the PBC patients (14/25 [56%]). Bronchial asthma was present in three patients, and severe lung emphysema in one. These four patients had an abnormal lung function, mainly of obstructive type. There was a statistically significant difference between the remaining 21 PBC patients without chronic obstructive lung disease and the reference subjects with respect to diffusion capacity. Almost all abnormal lung function data were found in the symptomatic PBC patients (i.e. symptoms of pruritus, xanthoma, xanthelasmata, jaundice, hyperpigmentation, hepatosplenomegaly), 13 out of 18 (72%), whereas only one out of seven asymptomatic patients was affected. Nine patients (36%) had reduced diffusion capacity compared with none of the reference subjects. The lung function abnormalities in PBC patients are similar to those found in sarcoidosis, another granulomatous disease.